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Moms, Motorcycles & 
Memorial Day!

We have finally had a nice stretch 
of warm weather and no rain!  The 
unusually wet winter has given way 
to a beautiful display of wildflowers 
and luscious green hills.  What 
a great time of the year to ride 
our beautiful backroads of our 
surrounding counties.  I love the 
smells and temperature changes of our microclimates, which you do not experience 
while driving in a car.  

May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month, and NHTSA reminds vehicle drivers and 
motorists that safe driving and riding practices and cooperation from all road users 
will help reduce the number of fatalities and injuries on our nation’s highways.  It is 
a reminder to us as motorcycle riders to ride safely, practice defensive driving, not 
to drive buzzed, and to wear proper safety equipment.

Remember Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 
14.  If you are fortunate enough to have 
your mother still living, make sure to 
celebrate her!  

Lastly, we are always in need of 
new Road Captains.  Our Head Road 
Captain, George Homenko, is always 
willing to help new Captains plan a 
ride and show you the ropes.  

Be safe, and see you soon! 

Heidi Bigall - President

Safety Report
· 5 ·

Membership Report
· 2 ·

Hotel Information
· 7 ·

May Ride Calendar
· 8 ·
Photos

· 9 ·
Ride Photo Links

· 11 ·

2023 Membership Form
· 13 ·

Club Gear
· 12 ·

Credits & Contacts
· 14 · MAY

Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness Month



2 Redwood Riders Review •  May Edition 2023

Membership
by Dee Dee d’Argence - Membership Director

Membership

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Lynn Anderson
Heidi Bigall 
Leonard Frow 
Victor Soares

Membership Director Update
We have an update to our Board of Directors. Effective immediately, 
please direct any membership questions to Dee Dee d’Argence. She will 
be taking on the duties of Membership Director until the next election. 
Thanks for jumping in to help. 

The board would like to thank Lonnie for his service, we REALLY 
appreciate folks who step up to help with the mundane duties of 
running a non-profit organization. Kudos to Lonnie for his efforts!

MEMBERSHIP

Returning Members 52

Co-Riders 7

2023 New Members 7

TOTAL MEMBERS 66

RIDER STATISTICS

Men 47

Women 12

John Fraser
Patie Panater-Gold
Johnny Bartch
Eric Deck
Chris Evans
John Syme
Brian Tucker

NEW MEMBERS (January - April)

RRMC May General Meeting
Tuesday, May 16th

6:00PM Eat & Greet / 7:00PM Meeting

China Village  
8501 Gravenstein Hwy, Cotati
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Meeting called to order at 7PM by Sgt. at Arms, Paul Benkover

Opening Statement: President Heidi Bigall opened the meeting. She let 
the members know that Lonnie Olaeta has resigned from being in charge 
of membership. DeeDee d’Argence will be taking over for him.

Minutes: Sharon McMillan read the minutes from the March meeting.

Treasurers Report: Our treasurer, Gretchen Tomm, was not able to attend 
tonight’s meeting due to a family surgery. Heidi provided the report in her absence. 

Membership Report: DeeDee advised that we have a total of 55 members, 45 males and 10 females.

Tours and Events: George Homenko provided the ride report.

Sunday, April 16th was the ride to Capay with Chris Goodfellow leading the group. There were 20 bikes with 22 riders.

Sunday, April 23rd is the ride to Suisun with lunch at the Athena Grille.

May 5, 6 and 7th is the Dunsmuir/Graeagle three day ride being led by Randy Mack.

Wednesday, May 17th will be led by Ben Johnstone. He will take the group through the West County.

Sunday, May 21st was scheduled to go to Colusa with Wade Roberts leading. Wade is unable to lead the ride so a 
replacement road captain will be needed to take his place.

Safety Officer: Ben Johnstone’s safety report was regarding tires on your motorcycle. He provided information which 
included tire dynamics, tread measurements, wobbly tires and age of tires.

Old Business: Board meeting will be a zoom meeting held on May 2nd

New Business: Vickie Weber brought up about the members getting copies of the by-laws and a safety packet that had 
been distributed. Heidi advised that this can be emailed to the membership.

Jackie Bartch provided cupcakes for the members attending the meeting. She also suggested doing different activities 
such as a poker run, costume party.

Vickie said that the club had in the past a treasure hunt. George will put it out for a ride event.

Scavenger hunt was discussed and how to make it happen.

Ben mentioned the Fisherman’s Festival coming up at Bodega Bay. Wondered if anyone would be interested in getting 
a group together to participate in the Boat Builders Contest next time around.

Rick Wallenstein will be putting together a lunch event for the club at this Lavender Bee Farm on Father’s Day which is 
June 18th.

by Sharon McMillan - Secretary

April 18th 2023

General Meeting Minutes
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Raffle: 

1st prize went to Marc Lampell. He won a drug test kit, stress monster, candy, pill bottle and an $8 Chevron gift card. 

2nd prize was won by Marc and he declined it and asked for be redrawn. The winning ticket was George Homenko’s. He 
won a travel bag with personal items, and chocolate.

3rd prize winner was again Marc and he again declined the prize. Winning ticket drawn was Sharon McMillan’s. She 
received a travel bag with personal items and chocolate.

4th prize went to “Taz”, Dave Tinkler. He received a Chevron gas card for $10, Harley water bottle and chocolate kisses. 

50/50 raffle this month was $50 to the winner which was Mike Holden. He donated it back so the full amount of $100 will 
be going to our Ceres Charity. 

Mike declined the Draw Back Gift.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50PM
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Are You Prepared?
 “Big” Ben Johnstone - Safety Officer

Safety Report

The riding season has officially started. Now would be a good time 
to review your equipment. In the last 4 years, I have been involved 
in two accidents. Neither was I at fault, nor was I riding dangerously. 
In the first one, a deer approached me from behind and below. When 
jumping onto the road, the dear landed on my front wheel. In the 
second, I was making a left hand turn when another motorcyclist 
attempted to pass me. My signal was on, and I was entering a 
roadway. The road was marked with a double yellow line.

For the first accident, my bike was fitted with engine and saddlebag guards. The bike had ABS, and was in good 
operating condition. I wore a 3/4 helmet with a full face shield as well as a nylon mesh jacket with armor, 
nylon mesh riding gloves, and thick leather motorcycle boots. My head, hands, and torso were adequately 
protected from road rash, but my ribs and shoulder suffered from crushing blows. My leather boots were 
ripped open. My face shield was unbroken, but severely scratched, and stayed in the down position due to a 
locking mechanism. The bike was totaled.

For the second accident, I wore a modular 
helmet, Armored boots, and armored riding 
jeans, as well as a armored nylon mesh jacket 
and nylon mesh jeans. The bike suffered $5,000 
in damages, but me and my apparel were 
unscratched.

My point is that you can never tell what will 
happen when riding, no mater how careful you 
are. The wise rider prepares themselves for 
adversity and uses the best safety equipment 
they can purchase. In the first accident, an air 
bag vest would have probably saved my 11 
broken ribs. I still don’t use this safety item, but 
maybe I should.

How good is your equipment?

 ~ Ben
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RIDES & EVENTS

April Rides

Wednesday, April 5: Stinson Beach. Road Captain: Heidi Bigall 
View Ride Report & Pictures HERE

CANCELED - Friday, April 14 - Sunday, April 16: Hearst Castle, Morro 
Bay & Cambria.

Sunday, April 16: Capay. Road Captain: Chris Goodfellow 
View Ride Report & Pictures HERE

Tuesday, April 18: RRMC General Meeting @ China Village 
View Pictures HERE

Sunday, April 23: Suisun. Road Captain: George Homenko 
View Ride Report & Pictures HERE

Upcoming Rides & Events for May

CANCELED - Friday, May 5 - Sunday, May 7: Dunsmuir & Graeagle. Road Captain: Randy Mack

Wednesday, May 17: West County Romp. Road Captain: Ben Johnstone

Meet at Shari’s at 9:00 am with kickstands up at 9:30.

Saturday, May 20: Mystery Ride. Road Captain: Gretchen Tomm

This ride is normally on Sunday but we had to move it to Saturday due to a personal scheduling problem.  
Meet at Shari’s in Rohnert Park at 9:00 am with kickstands up at 9:30.

Ride Reviews & Upcoming Rides
by George Homenko - Tours & Events Directors

Tours & Events

https://redwoodridersmc.com/2023-04-05-stinson-beach/
https://redwoodridersmc.com/2023-04-16-capay/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/72dHTi2UubaHdLCLA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/LXaLLVNx636HaoNw6
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Ride Travel Info
Hotel Booking & Excursion Details

Eureka Zoo & Skywalk / Ave of the Giants - 
Overnight

Saturday, July 22 - Sunday, July 23: Road Captain: Robyn LaMantia

Saturday, July 22nd

Days Inn by Wyndham
270 5th Street, Eureka, CA, 95501
$180 including tax / 10 rooms reserved combination of 2 Queens & 1 King
Group Code: RRMC (Redwood Riders)
Call Jo (Joshila) directly at 707.407.9598 to make reservations using the Group Code mentioned above. 
2 day cancellation notice 

Oregon Long Ride - 9 Day / 8 Night
Saturday, August 19 – Sunday, August 27: Road Captains: Gretchen Tomm & Andy Little
More detailed info on this ride will be available shortly. This is our big ride for the year.

Lake Topaz - Overnight
Saturday, September 9 - Sunday, September 10: Road Captains: Robyn LaMantia & George Homenko
More info on this ride as time draws nearer. This will be a very similar ride to the one we did in 2022. 
https://youtu.be/Jil5i7gkfLc

Chester - Overnight
Saturday, October 14 - Sunday, October 15: Road Captain: Sharon McMillan
More details to follow.

https://youtu.be/Jil5i7gkfLc
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Rides & Events May

Check the MeetUp site for updates & last minute changes!

MYSTERY RIDE
Road Captain: 
Gretchen Tomm

9:00AM  Meet
9:30AM   KSU

GENERAL MEETING

6:00PM Dinner
7:00PM Meeting

WEST COUNTY
Road Captain: 
Ben Johnstone

9:00AM  Meet
9:30AM   KSU

MOTHER’S DAY
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Stinson Beach More Pix Online - See Page 11 for Links - 
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Capay More Pix Online - See Page 11 for Links - 

Suisun
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RRMC Pix Online Ride & Event Photo & Video Links

Suisun April 23: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/LXaLLVNx636HaoNw6

General Meeting April 18: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/72dHTi2UubaHdLCLA

Capay April 16: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/PCJFGebUhjPsDgvR7

Stinson Beach April 5: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/3FcpWqGFXBCj6Xbj7

Drakes Beach March 25: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/4uXMeiLe8bgBkvob7

General Meeting March 21: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/FeYWEj3KWbXY4APR7

Cloverdale February 7: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1YoLrPxLQ21Gd1LDA 

After Holiday Party January 14: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ShNeBNBMD4kGneUt5 

Buster’s January 1: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/rEmz5aL9qFUFiKBP6 

General Meeting December 20: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/BbYBHaj2T6vmT5wB6 

Marine Mammal Center November 20: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5V1pGPem3NMkR6Pz6 

General Meeting November 15: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/6fft3waMgnemKNJC9 

Fall Color November 19: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/WQAG7LhMMCazCHKt7 

George’s Boat Ride October 16: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NzxbfsC84pJRKNi58 

General Meeting September 20: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/TBRW669yEyn4sLyg8 

Ft. Bragg September 03: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Ki2eiQLBvkQzyfJdA 

General Meeting August 16: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/R5vEUbuBW3J9MNR89 

Lake Topaz August 13-14: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/kS7WgyxUTRHSwLtw5 

Peg House August 6: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QsAjwshUmzajXBNm7 

General Meeting July 19: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/8vgbAizp7p1MbJQt6

Friday Harbor July 9-16: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/timzB9h8Bryr6Chb7

Almost Jenner July 6: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/XkB3nYRhNaFetdf68

General Meeting June 21: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/8Wsvcj4MPdytQBiB6

Lavender Farm June 8: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/V72t9Ygb8fawmR4Y8

General Meeting May 17: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/tMMoSf5DW9MkdiuK6

Locke May 15: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cXwCW1bvBxE93HfYA

Berryessa May 11: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/xeKghGSWk4CAJLp46

3 Bridges May 7: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vpxqXEqWoLYKu7wc6

Fairfield March 20: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/DbBs7hAR9VcByiP68

Ferndale/Ave of the Giants March 12-13: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/CTfmbkATYBCXPvu99

Winters March 5: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5kXLA4yzabDYfc8EA

Ukiah February 20: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/wnE5LDvpXifrj4Ca7

After Holiday Party February 19: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/11m9qAF3acXTXzcg7

2 Birds Cafe February 9: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/AkSA69fDD2LUkKjr6

https://photos.app.goo.gl/LXaLLVNx636HaoNw6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/72dHTi2UubaHdLCLA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/FeYWEj3KWbXY4APR7 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/PCJFGebUhjPsDgvR7 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/3FcpWqGFXBCj6Xbj7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/4uXMeiLe8bgBkvob7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/FeYWEj3KWbXY4APR7 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1YoLrPxLQ21Gd1LDA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ShNeBNBMD4kGneUt5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/rEmz5aL9qFUFiKBP6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/BbYBHaj2T6vmT5wB6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5V1pGPem3NMkR6Pz6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/6fft3waMgnemKNJC9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/WQAG7LhMMCazCHKt7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NzxbfsC84pJRKNi58
https://photos.app.goo.gl/TBRW669yEyn4sLyg8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Ki2eiQLBvkQzyfJdA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/R5vEUbuBW3J9MNR89
https://photos.app.goo.gl/kS7WgyxUTRHSwLtw5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QsAjwshUmzajXBNm7 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/8Wsvcj4MPdytQBiB6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/V72t9Ygb8fawmR4Y8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/tMMoSf5DW9MkdiuK6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cXwCW1bvBxE93HfYA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/xeKghGSWk4CAJLp46
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vpxqXEqWoLYKu7wc6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/DbBs7hAR9VcByiP68
https://photos.app.goo.gl/CTfmbkATYBCXPvu99
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5kXLA4yzabDYfc8EA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/wnE5LDvpXifrj4Ca7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/11m9qAF3acXTXzcg7 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/AkSA69fDD2LUkKjr6 
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Club Gear

Baseball Caps - $15 Visors - $10 T-Shirts - Short Sleeve - $20 T-Shirts - Long Sleeve - $20*

QTY in Stock QTY in Stock Available in Black & Red Available in Black & Red

Black Red Black Red

3 2 1 - Medium

1 - Large

1- XL 1 - XL 2 - XL

2 - XXL 1 - XXL *$22

RRMC CLUB GEAR IS STILL AVAILABLE! 

Contact Gretchen for details and to arrange purchase. 
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Redwood Riders Motorcycle Club – New / Renewal Membership Application                  2023 
 

MAIL TO: Redwood Riders Motorcycle Club 
Attn: Membership Director - Dee Dee d'Argence 

364 Circulo San Marcus 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 

APPLICANT: (Please Print Clearly) 

Member #______________(Completed By Membership Director) 

Last Name:________________________________________________   M____ or   F_____ 

First Name:_____________________________ Date of Birth (MM/DD):________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________________ State:_____ Zip:______________ 

Home Phone:______________________ Work or Cell Phone:_______________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________________________ 

CO- RIDER APPLICANT (person that does not ride their own bike): 

Last Name:_____________________________________ First Name:_________________________________   M____ or   F_____ 

Co-Applicant Email:_______________________________________________________ Date of Birth (MM/DD):________________ 

Motorcycles owned 

Make:_________________________________ Model:_________________________________ Year:________________________ 

Make:_________________________________ Model:_________________________________ Year:________________________ 

How did you hear about the club?______________________________________________________________________________ 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: 

The information given here is kept private. It is accessible only by the Club Officers and Road Captains, to be used only in the 
event of an emergency. DO NOT USE CO-RIDER APPLICANT as an emergency contact. 

Name of  contact:_________________________________________ Phone Number:_____________________________________  

The undersigned (here after known as "Applicant") has requested membership in the Redwood Riders Motorcycle Club (here 
after known as "RRMC"). The Applicant agrees to abide by the policies and rules of RRMC, current and future, as set down by 
the past and by the acting officers of the RRMC, stated in the RRMC by laws. The Applicant agrees to only operate a motorcycle 
while in possession of a valid driver's license recognized by the state in which the motorcycle is owned. The Applicant 
acknowledges the laws of the State of California require valid liability insurance, and agrees not to participate in any RRMC 
event unless covered by insurance meeting the requirements of the State of California. The Applicant hereby acknowledges the 
fact that operating a motorcycle in any situation is dangerous to life and limb and property, and agrees to hold harmless RRMC, 
all RRMC Officers past and present, all RRMC members past and present, and all RRMC sponsors past and present, from any 
liability of harm or injury to body or the damage or loss of personal property. Applicant acknowledges full responsibility for the 
actions, events and consequences arising from the participation of any guest of Applicant. Applicant acknowledges that 
participation in RRMC activities are on a volunteer basis and at no time is Applicant required to attend any event.  

I have read and agree to the above guidelines 

Signature: 

Applicant: __________________________________________________________________Date:___________________________ 

Co-Rider Applicant: __________________________________________________________Date:___________________________ 

Member dues are $25 per year and are due no later than January 31. Checks  payable to The Redwood Riders Motorcycle Club. 
MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE. 

REV. 2023-04-24 
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Redwood Riders Motorcycle Club
 
PRESIDENT:  Heidi Bigall     President@redwoodridersmc.com

VICE PRESIDENT / Robyn LaMantia    VicePresident@redwoodridersmc.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR /      Editor@redwoodridersmc.com 
WEB MISTRESS:        WebMaster@redwoodridersmc.com  

SECRETARY:   Sharon McMillan    Secretary@redwoodridersmc.com

TREASURER:   Gretchen Tomm    Treasurer@redwoodridersmc.com

MEMBERSHIP:   Dee Dee d’Argence    Membership@redwoodridersmc.com

TOURS & EVENTS /  George Homenko    ToursAndEvents@redwoodridersmc.com 
SR. ROAD CAPTAIN:        RoadCaptains@redwoodridersmc.com  

SAFETY OFFICER: Ben Johnstone     Safety@redwoodridersmc.com

SERGEANT AT ARMS:  Paul Benkover     

PAST PRESIDENT:  Gretchen Tomm    MemberAtLarge@redwoodridersmc.com

 
Ride Info MeetUp Page - https://www.meetup.com/Redwood-Riders-Motorcycle-Club/

Wear Your Gear! Club Gear that is.... Contact Gretchen to order RRMC hats & shirts!

mailto:president%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20From%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:vicepresident%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20From%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:editor%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:webmaster%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:secretary@redwoodridepresident%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:treasurer%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:membership%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:toursandevents%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:roadcaptains%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:safety%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:memberatlarge%40redwoodridersmc.com?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter%20Link
https://www.meetup.com/Redwood-Riders-Motorcycle-Club/

